
CROOKED RIVER NATIONAL 
GRASSLANDS HORSE TRAILS 

 

Gray Butte Trail -- Trail #852 
FEE: None 
LENGTH: 6.5 miles 
ELEVATION (low): 3300 feet 
ELEVATION (high): 4400 feet 
SEASON: Summer-Fall 
DIFFICULTY: Easy to Difficult 
 

Ridge Rider Trail -- Trail #854 
FEE: None 
LENGTH: Warner Loop - 10 miles.  
Cole Loop - 25 miles 
ELEVATION (low): 2900 feet 
ELEVATION (high): 4200 feet 
SEASON: Summer-Fall 
DIFFICULTY: Easy to Difficult 
PLEASE NOTE: The Ridge Rider Trail is  
undergoing some reconstruction. As a result 
some sections may be temporarily closed. 
Please go to this link: www.fs.fed.us/r6/
centraloregon/news/2006/10/20061010 
_ridgeridertrail_recons_map.pdf 
for more information. 

LOOKOUT MOUNTAIN RANGER 
DISTRICT HORSE TRAILS 

 
Belknap Springs Trail -- Trail #833A 
DESCRIPTION: This trail joins the Twin Pillars 
and Wildcat trails together.  Either hike the 
Twin Pillars trail for 1.5 miles and take the right 
fork, hike the Wildcat trail from White Rock 
Campground for 1.5 miles and take the left 
fork. 
FEE: No Trailhead Fees 
LENGTH: 2.3 miles 
ELEVATION (low): 4000 feet 
ELEVATION (high): 5200 feet 
SEASON: Spring, Summer, and Fall 
DIFFICULTY: More Difficult 
 

Cougar Creek Trail -- Trail #835 
DESCRIPTION: Trail is a reconstruction of a 
historic pack trail used from 1915 - 1922.  First 
mile of trail is along old road and through re-
cent timber sale.  Final 4 miles are on well pre-
served, scenic historic route, excellent views. 
FEE: No Trailhead Fees 
LENGTH: 8.2 miles 
ELEVATION (low): 3400 feet 
ELEVATION (high): 4900 feet 
SEASON: Spring, Summer, and Fall 
DIFFICULTY: More Difficult 
 

Green Mountain Trail -- Trail #831 
DESCRIPTION: Trail travels through a modi-
fied forest setting.  There are some steep side-
slopes with unlevel tread.  Due to multiple us-
ers, please be cautious and courteous.  Cattle 
may be encountered.  Please leave all gates as 
you find them. 
FEE: No Trailhead Fees 
LENGTH: 9.1 miles 
ELEVATION (low): 4500 feet 
ELEVATION (high): 5200 feet 
SEASON: Summer, and Fall 
DIFFICULTY: More Difficult 

Hammer Creek Trail -- Trail #840 
DESCRIPTION: Trail not well maintained.  Trail 
hard to follow.  Cattle may be encoun-
tered.  Excellent scenery in Maury Moun-
tains.  Good outdoor skills required. 
FEE: No Trailhead Fees 
LENGTH: 7.4 miles 
ELEVATION (low): 4500 feet 
ELEVATION (high): 5200 feet 
SEASON: Summer and Fall 
DIFFICULTY: Most Difficult 
 

Independent Mine Trail -- Trail #808 
DESCRIPTION: This 8 mile loop trail travels 
through mysterious old growth fir and pine 
thickets.  As it gains elevation, it meanders 
through beautiful mountain meadows and 
reaches to the top of Lookout Mountain.  A 
shelter is located near the top.  The trail follows 
an old road about 0.3 miles, turns left, and de-
scends for 4 miles back to the starting point. 
FEE: No Trailhead Fees 
LENGTH: 8 miles 
ELEVATION (low):  
ELEVATION (high):  
SEASON: Spring, Summer, and Fall 
DIFFICULTY: Most Difficult 
 

Lookout Mountain Trail -- Trail #804 
DESCRIPTION: This trail begins at Ochoco 
Ranger Station and travels up the northeast 
side of Lookout Mountain.  From both Duncan 
Butte and the top of Lookout Mountain there 
are terrific views of the Cascade Range.  In the 
spring there is an abundance of wildflowers in 
the open meadows.  Wildlife on the mountain 
includes wild horses, elk, deer, and pileated 
woodpeckers.  Lookout Mountain is managed 
as a semi-primitive area.  No motorized vehicle 
access is permitted during summer.  Water is 
scarce so be sure to carry enough for your en-
tire trip.  Do not explore the mine or mine tailing 
areas due to hazards in buildings.  
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through Mill Creek Wilderness, following Mill 
Creek itself.  It is a fairly easy hike except for 
numerous stream crossings with no 
bridges.  This trail receives fairly heavy use, 
especially in summer.  Cattle are also allowed 
to graze in the area.  The highlight of this trail is 
the contrast between thick stream vegetation 
and ponderosa pine forest, as well as views of 
the Twin Pillars, 200 foot tall volcanic plugs that 
dominate the landscape.  Trail ends on north 
side of Wilderness at Bingham Prairie on For-
est Road #27. 
FEE: No Trailhead Fees 
LENGTH: 8.3 miles 
ELEVATION (low): 3750 feet 
ELEVATION (high): 5850 feet 
SEASON: Spring, Summer, and Fall 
DIFFICULTY: More Difficult 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Please contact the Forest Service at 
(541) 416-6500 regarding the current 
conditions of the horse trails. For more 
information and trail maps go to 
 http://www.fs.fed.us/recreation 

FEE: No Trailhead Fees 
LENGTH: 8 miles 
ELEVATION (low): 4000 feet 
ELEVATION (high): 6900 feet 
SEASON: Summer and Fall 
DIFFICULTY: Most Difficult 
 

Round Mountain Trail -- Trail #805 
DESCRIPTION: This trail is designated as a 
National Recreation Trail.  It begins near 
Walton Lake, travels over the top of Round 
Mountain and connects with #808 Independent 
Mine trail near Forest Road #42.  There are 
many open meadows, large stands of old 
growth ponderosa pine and mixed conifer for-
ests.  Water is scarce so be sure to carry 
enough for your entire trip.  
FEE: No Trailhead Fees 
LENGTH: 9.5 miles 
ELEVATION (low): 5400 feet 
ELEVATION (high): 6750 feet 
SEASON: Spring, Summer, and Fall 
DIFFICULTY: Most Difficult 
 

Steins Pillar Trail -- Trail #837 
DESCRIPTION: This beautiful trail meanders 
through old growth forest, flower-filled moun-
tain meadows, and rocky ridges.  Panoramic 
views of Mill Creek Valley are common.  Trail 
reaches its final destination at the base of a 
200 foot rock outcrop called Steins Pillar.  The 
last 1.4 miles of trail is not well maintained, 
very steep, and requires sure footing.  Average 
hiking time is 3 hours. 
FEE: No Trailhead Fees 
LENGTH: 2 miles 
ELEVATION (low): 4200 feet 
ELEVATION (high): 4400 feet 
SEASON: Spring, Summer, and Fall 
DIFFICULTY: More Difficult 
 

Twin Pillars Trail -- Trail #832 
DESCRIPTION: Most of this trail travels 

Steins Pillar - Prineville, Oregon  


